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Right on Crime is leading criminal justice reform throughout the states, including in:

Right on Crime is a national campaign to 

promote successful, conservative solutions on 

American criminal justice policy—reforming 

the system to ensure public safety, shrink 

government, and save taxpayers money.

By sharing By sharing research and policy ideas and 

mobilizing strong conservative voices, we 

work to raise awareness of the growing 

support for effective reforms within the 

conservative movement. We are transforming 

the debate on criminal justice in America.

Right on Crime is a project of the Texas Public Policy Foundation 
in cooperation with the American Conservative Union Foundation and the Prison Fellowship.

For more information, see rightoncrime.com





THE CONSERVATIVE CASE FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM 

PUBLIC SAFETY. Because government exists to

secure liberties that can only be enjoyed to the extent 

there is public safety, state and local policymakers must 

make fighting crime their top priority, including utilizing 

prisons to incapacitate violent offenders and career 

criminals. Prisons are overused, however, when nonviolent 

offenders who may be safely supervised in the community 

are given lengthy sentences. Prisons provide diminishing 

returns when such offenders emerge more disposed to re-

offend than when they entered prison.

RIGHT-SIZING GOVERNMENT. Nearly 1 in

every 100 American adults is in prison or jail. When you 

add in those on probation or parole, almost 1 in 33 adults 

is under some type of control by the criminal justice 

system. When Ronald Reagan was president, the total 

correctional control rate was 1 in every 77 adults. This 

represents a significant expansion of government power. 

By reducing excessive sentence lengths and holding 

nonviolent offenders accountable through prison 

alternatives, public safety can often be achieved consistent 

with a legitimate, but more limited, role for government.

FISCAL DISCIPLINE. The prison system now costs

states more than $50 billion per year, up from $11 billion in 

the mid-1980s. It has been the second-fastest growing 

area of state budgets, trailing only Medicaid, and 

consumes one in every 14 general fund dollars. 

Conservatives must address runaway spending on prisons 

just as they do with education and health care, subjecting 

the same level of skepticism and scrutiny to all 

expenditures of taxpayers’ funds.

VICTIM SUPPORT. In 2008, Texas probationers paid

$45 million in restitution to victims, but prisoners paid less 

than $500,000 in restitution, fines, and fees. Making victims 

whole must be prioritized when determining appropriate 

punishments for offenders. The criminal justice system 

should be structured to ensure that victims are treated with 

dignity and respect and that they may participate in the 

criminal justice process and receive restitution.

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY. With some 5

million offenders on probation or parole, it's critical that 

the corrections system hold these offenders accountable 

for their actions by holding a job or performing community 

service, attending required treatment programs, and 

staying crime- and drug-free. When the system has real 

teeth, the results can be dramatic: offenders subject to 

swift, certain and commensurate sanctions for rule 

violations in Hawaii’s HOPE program are less than half as 

likely to be arrested or fail a drug test.

GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY. More

than 40 percent of released offenders return to prison 

within three years of release, and in some states, recidivism 

rates are closer to 60 percent. As Right on Crime 

signatories Newt Gingrich and Mark Earley have asked, “[i]f 

two-thirds of public school students dropped out, or two-

thirds of all bridges built collapsed within three years, 

would citizens tolerate it?” Corrections funding should be 

partly linked to outcomes and should implement proven 

strategies along the spectrum between basic probation 

and prison.

FAMILY PRESERVATION. According to National

Review, “40 percent of low-income men who father a child 

out of wedlock have already been in jail or prison by the 

time their first son or daughter is born.” The family unit is 

the foundation of society. In a society in which too many 

young men are incarcerated, marriage rates are depressed 

and far too many children grow up in single-parent homes. 

Instead of harming families, the corrections system must 

harness the power of charities, faith-based groups, and 

communities to reform offenders and preserve families.

FREE ENTERPRISE. The Constitution lists only three

federal crimes, but the number of statutory federal crimes 

has now swelled to around 4,500. This is to say nothing of 

the thousands of bizarre state-level crimes, such as the 11 

felonies in Texas related to the harvesting of oysters. The 

explosion of non-traditional criminal laws grows 

government and undermines economic freedom. Criminal 

law should be reserved for conduct that is blameworthy or 

threatens public safety, not wielded to regulate non-

fraudulent economic activity involving legal products.



THE RIGHT ON CRIME 
STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES

As members of the nation’s conservative movement, we strongly support constitutionally limited government, transparency, 

individual liberty, personal responsibility, and free enterprise. We believe public safety is a core responsibility of government 

because the establishment of a well-functioning criminal justice system enforces order and respect for every person’s right to 

property and life, and ensures that liberty does not lead to license. 

Conservatives correctly insist that government services be evaluated on whether they produce the best possible results at the 

lowest possible cost, but too often this lens of accountability has not focused as much on public safety policies as other areas 

of government. As such, corrections spending has expanded to become the second-fastest growing area of state budgets—

trailing only Medicaid. 

Conservatives are known for being tough on crime, but we must also be tough on criminal justice spending. That means 

demanding more cost-effective approaches that enhance public safety. A clear example is our reliance on prisons, which 

serve a critical role by incapacitating dangerous offenders and career criminals but are not the solution for every type of 

offender. And in some instances, they have the unintended consequence of hardening nonviolent, low-risk offenders—

making them a greater risk to the public than when they entered. 

Applying the following conservative principles to criminal justice policy is vital to achieving a cost-effective system that 

protects citizens, restores victims, and reforms wrongdoers. 

1 As with any government program, the criminal justice system must be transparent and include performance 

measures that hold it accountable for its results in protecting the public, lowering crime rates, reducing re-

offending, collecting victim restitution, and conserving taxpayers’ money. 

2 Crime victims, along with the public and taxpayers, are among the key “consumers” of the criminal justice 

system; the victim’s conception of justice, public safety, and the offender’s risk for future criminal conduct should 

be prioritized when determining an appropriate punishment.	  

3 The corrections system should emphasize public safety, personal responsibility, work, restitution, community 

service, and treatment—both in probation and parole, which supervise most offenders, and in prisons.	  

4 An ideal criminal justice system works to reform amenable offenders who will return to society through 

harnessing the power of families, charities, faith-based groups, and communities.	  

5 Because incentives affect human behavior, policies for both offenders and the corrections system must align 

incentives with our goals of public safety, victim restitution and satisfaction, and cost-effectiveness, thereby 

moving from a system that grows when it fails to one that rewards results.	  

6 Criminal law should be reserved for conduct that is either blameworthy or threatens public safety, not wielded to 

grow government and undermine economic freedom.	  

These principles are grounded in time-tested conservative truths—constitutionally limited government, transparency, 

individual liberty, personal responsibility, free enterprise, and the centrality of the family and community. All of these are 

critical to addressing today’s criminal justice challenges. It is time to apply these principles to the task of delivering a better 

return on taxpayers’ investments in public safety. Our security, prosperity, and freedom depend on it.



RIGHT ON CRIME  NATIONAL SIGNATORIES 

Newt Gingrich 
American Solutions for Winning the 

Future 

Grover Norquist
Americans for Tax Reform 

Gov. Asa Hutchinson 
Governor of Arkansas 

Chuck Colson (1931-2012) 
Prison Fellowship Ministries 

William J. Bennett 
Former Secretary of Education and 

Federal “Drug Czar” 

Jeb Bush 
Former Governor of Florida 

Ken Cuccinelli 
Former Attorney General, Virginia

David Keene
Former Chairman, American Conservative 

Union and National Rifle Association 

J.C. Watts
Former Member of the U.S. House of 

Representatives, Oklahoma’s 4th District

Edwin Meese III
Former U.S. Attorney General 

Stephen Moore
The Heritage Foundation 

Pat Nolan
Director, Criminal Justice Reform Project, 

American Conservative Union Foundation 

Richard Viguerie
ConservativeHQ.com 

Brooke Rollins
Texas Public Policy Foundation 

Ken Blackwell
Former Ohio Secretary of State 

Ralph Reed
Founder, Faith and Freedom Coalition 

Eli Lehrer
R Street Institute  

Rebecca Hagelin
Executive Committee, Council for 

National Policy 

Tony Perkins
Family Research Council 

B. Wayne Hughes, Jr.
Businessman and Philanthropist

Henry Juszkiewicz
CEO of Gibson Guitar 

Penny Nance
Concerned Women for America 

John J. DiLulio, Jr.
University of Pennsylvania 

Ward Connerly
American Civil Rights Institute 

George Kelling
Manhattan Institute 

Gary Bauer
American Values 

David Barton
WallBuilders 

Rabbi Daniel Lapin
American Alliance of Jews and Christians 

Michael Reagan
The Reagan Legacy Foundation 

Monica Crowley, Ph.D. 
Fox News political analyst 

Erick Erickson
Founder of RedState.com 

Alfred Regnery
Law Enforcement Legal Defense Fund 

Viet Dinh
Georgetown University Law Center, 

former U.S. Assistant Attorney General 

Rick Perry
Former Governor of Texas 

Larry Thompson
Former U.S. Deputy Attorney General 

Deborah Daniels
Former U.S. Attorney and Assistant U.S. 

Attorney General 

Donald Devine
Former Director, Office of Personnel 

Management 

Richard Doran
Former Florida Attorney General 

Jim Petro
Former Ohio Attorney General 

Hal Stratton
Former New Mexico Attorney General 

Joe Whitley
Former Acting U.S. Associate Attorney 

General and U.S. Attorney 

BJ Nikkel
Former Majority Whip, Colorado House of 

Representatives 

Kris Steele
Former Speaker, Oklahoma House of 

Representatives 

Allan Bense
Former Speaker, Florida House of 

Representatives 

For a more complete list of Right on 
Crime signatories—including state-
based signatories and partners—see 
rightoncrime.com

Right on Crime Policy Director Marc Levin with Newt Gingrich 



WHAT CONSERVATIVES ARE SAYING  ABOUT RIGHT ON CRIME  

GOVERNORS 

“I believe we can take an approach to crime that is both 

tough and smart… [T]here are thousands of non-violent 

offenders in the system whose future we cannot ignore. 

Let’s focus more resources on rehabilitating those 

offenders so we can ultimately spend less money locking 

them up again.” –GOV. RICK PERRY (TX) 

“By implementing this re-entry program, we can curb 

the cycle of repeat offenders and thereby reduce the 

burden on our prisons and help offenders create a place 

in our society that adds value to their lives while keeping 

our communities safe for our families.” –GOV. BOBBY 
JINDAL (LA)  

“When you’re dealing with human beings, if you’re 

going to put your own future ahead of other people’s 

lives and their ability to reclaim their lives, you’re making 

a big mistake.” –GOV. JOHN KASICH (OH)  

“I personally favor a number of these faith-based 

approaches, but if there are other approaches, let’s try 

them.  This is an enormous problem, and since the 70s, 

we have basically just said we’ll lock people up.” –GOV. 
SAM BROWNBACK (KS)

“States across the country, including Florida, are proving 

that policies based on these sound conservative 

principles will reduce crime and its cost to taxpayers.” –
FORMER GOV. JEB BUSH (FL)  

“The restitution principle should be much more than an 

ideal we rarely meet.  It should be a reality that we 

routinely enforce for the benefit of crime victims in 

Georgia.” –FORMER GOV. SONNY PERDUE (GA) 

ELECTED OFFICIALS,   
THOUGHT-LEADERS,  AND EXPERTS 
“There is an urgent need to address the astronomical 

growth in the prison population, with its huge costs in 

dollars and lost human potential… The criminal justice 

system is broken, and conservatives must lead the way in 

fixing it.” –NEWT GINGRICH, FORMER SPEAKER OF THE U.S. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

“[S]tate and local leaders should have flexibility in 

enforcing state law and tailoring victims’ services to the 

individualized needs of their communities, rather than 

having to comply with one-size-fits-all Federal 

requirements.” –U.S. SENATOR MIKE LEE (UT) 

“Conservatives are known for being tough on crime, but 

we must also be tough on criminal justice spending. That 

means demanding more cost-effective approaches that 

enhance public safety.” –WILLIAM J. BENNETT, FORMER 
SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 

“[Incarcerating people who don't pose a threat is] a 

really inefficient use of resources—that’s the Republican, 

fiscal conservative side of this. Then on the other side of 

it is: What do you end up with? You end up with broken 

families. You end up with communities that are being 

plagued with more violence and more crime. And you 

end up with people not reaching their God-given 

potential.”  –U.S. SENATOR ROB PORTMAN (OH) 

“Today’s criminal justice system is big government on 

steroids, and the responsibility for taming its excesses 

falls to those committed to smaller government: 

conservatives.  We fight against big government, excess 

spending, unaccountability, and bureaucracy in nearly 

every other segment of spending.”–GROVER NORQUIST, 
PRESIDENT, AMERICANS FOR TAX REFORM 

Gov. Rick Perry praises Right on Crime Senior Fellow Jerry Madden  
for his work on criminal justice reform at the RedState Gathering 



RIGHT ON CRIME’S MARC LEVIN:  
One of Politico’s 50 “Thinkers, Doers and Dreamers” in 2014 

In September 2014, Right on Crime Policy Director 
Marc A. Levin was named one of Politico’s 50 
“thinkers, doers and dreamers who really matter.” In 
addition to his work at Right on Crime, Levin is the 
Director of the Center for Effective Justice at the Texas 
Public Policy Foundation. 

 

Each year, the Beltway-focused political magazine 
recognizes 50 of the most influential individuals in 
politics. In its 2014 feature, Politico described the 
“major shift [in conservative policy on criminal justice] 
that can be traced in no small part to a Texas attorney 
named Marc Levin…. To Levin, 38, the principles of 
prison reform are grounded not in progressivism but in 
the ideals of limited government, individual liberty and 
fiscal restraint.” 

Politico also highlighted the over 70 influential 
conservative voices who support Right on Crime’s 
Statement of Principles on criminal justice reform, 
including Jeb Bush, Newt Gingrich, Grover Norquist 
and many others. “Texas Gov. Rick Perry,” the article 
indicated, “personally credited Levin for his ‘leadership 
on this critical issue.’” 

Levin was pleased at receiving the honor. “I am 
gratified that Politico has recognized the impact that 
Right on Crime has had in leading the conservative 
movement for criminal justice reforms that enhance 
public safety, empower victims, protect taxpayers, and 
redeem offenders,” he said. “It is particularly exciting 
that a list known for spotlighting inside the beltway 
power brokers now includes someone like me who 
lives and works in Austin, Texas.” 

Brooke Rollins, President and CEO of the Texas Public 
Policy Foundation, said: ”Marc Levin isn’t an elected 
official; he doesn’t have his own cable news show or 
best-selling book; and—unlike most on Politico’s list—
he lives far outside the Beltway in Austin, Texas. And 
yet, Marc’s contributions to the public debate about 
criminal justice and America’s prisons are changing the 
country, one state at a time. We couldn’t be more 
proud of what Marc, Right on Crime, and the Texas 
Public Policy Foundation has achieved.” 



RIGHT ON CRIME 
The Texas Public Policy Foundation 
901 Congress Avenue
Austin, TX 78701 
(512) 472-2700
rightoncrime.com

For media inquiries, please contact 
Dan Isett at (512) 615-7988 or 
disett@texaspolicy.com 
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